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Advances in Oto-Rhino-Laryngology, Vol 15 edited by L Ruedi pp viii+261 illustrated sFr/DM 75 $18 150s Basel & New York: S Karger 1968 This booklet contains five monographs by three different authors of the Swiss school. Three of these by Taillens (Lausanne) are given in English translation; one by Neiger (Berne) in German with an English summary; and the last one by Tanner (Liestal-Basle) in German only.
The best one can do with this type of work is to quote the titles and perhaps a few sentences from each contribution to stimulate a reader with a special interest in the particular subject.
The first treatise describes 'Modern indication for tracheotomy in cases of acute and chronic asphyxia'. The title should obviously be given as 'threatened asphyxia'. The most important sentence is contained in the chapter on 'fundamental facts': 'in the chronic stage, laboratory tests are diagnostic'. In the acute stage, only early surgical intervention will save the patient. There is also a useful chapter on indications, subdivided into surgical and medical specialties.
In the chapter on cortisone in clinical otorhinolaryngology there are some didactic rules to which, I feel sure, some ENT consultants in this country would not subscribe. There are also some interesting remarks on their use in acute corrosive cesophagitis.
Chapter 3 deals with cervical adenopathies. This must be worked through in its entirety by the reader. Chapter 4 describes experimental work in the morphology and physiology of the aqueeductus cochlea, done on Rhesus monkeys. Lastly, there is a thesis on the treatment by fibrinogen of heemorrhages after tonsillectomy. Lonidon: Butterworths 1968 Minor surgery, almost by definition, is not a direct threat to life, but in its way it can be just as difficult as so-called major surgery. As often as not these difficulties are due to inadequate instruments, preparation or assistance, and in the first chapter of this book the author gives detailed instructions on the sort of equipment necessary for successful minor surgery.
In part 2, minor procedures in every part of the body are carefully described. The book is a distillation of the author's thirty years' experience in general practice with access to a well-equipped cottage hospital, and as far as one can see it covers most possible situations requiring minor surgery. The book is clearly written, well produced and well illustrated, and may be recommended for general practitioners, ships' surgeons and any other doctors undertaking minor surgical treatmeht in isolation. Increasingly, however, casualty departments are being reorganized as accident services, and the book naturally does not cover the sort of emergencies that may be expected in these new departments. Its value to a casualty surgeon working in such an accident service is therefore limited.
LIONEL GRACEY Noise and Man by William Bums CBE MB chB DSC pp x+336 illustrated 50s London: John Murray 1968 This book, as the title indicates, is an account of noise and its effects upon man. It shows that we have come a long way since Nils Skragge of Sweden defended his thesis, some three hundred years ago, on occupational noise-induced hearing loss.
Following a description of the physical nature and the measurement of sound, the book describes the mechanism of hearing and its measurement. The author then discusses the effects of noise upon man, covering not only the effects on hearing but also other effects such as interference with sleep, performance, efficiency and communications. The annoyance property of noise is also discussed, as are measures to reduce the hazardous effects of noise.
Over 40 pages of the book are allocated to appendices which constitute a mini-encyclopaedia of bio-acoustics. The book contains references to papers published by more than 200 research workers in the field, and it has few shortcomings. The majority of otologists will not agree with the definition of tinnitus, and they will consider the definition of audiogram too narrow and that of audiometer too broad. However, the author is not at fault here, since these are definitions given by BS 661, of which the British Standards Institution had allowed prior publication. The book can be recommended not only to those professional people interested in this subject but also to the intelligent layman who is interested in this field. The This book is an attempt to put into illustrated summary form the abnormalities which may be found on chemical and hmmatological analysis of body fluids and blood and their interpretation. The author has chosen as his section headings standard laboratory procedures, such as the estimation of serum calcium or plasma proteins; under these he has listed, each on a separate page with its own coloured diagram, the various diseases in which ranges outside the normal for that constituent occur, together with a suggestion of further examinations which may be indicated. The idea is a good one and the layout excellent, but the book would be much more helpful if it were arranged from the angle of the disease rather than the test; physicians will not want a sequential list of the conditions in which serum lipids are disordered, however clearly laid out, if they have to search in four different sections for the investigations which may be of use in idiopathic steatorrhoea. It is irritating, also, to find that only the key diagram at the beginning of each section has the interpretation of the numerous symbols and colours used, so that one has constantly to refer back to it. Nevertheless, those who are able to do multiple analyses on their patients may find this a handy, if expensive, book for interpreting any abnormality which may be found.
IAN M P DAWSON
Hormones in Blood edited by C H Gray and A L Bacharach 2nd ed Vol 1 pp xvii+577 130s $22.50 Vol 2 pp xvii +686 150s $26 London & New York: Academic Press 1967 In their introductory chapter the editors explain that this book is aimed primarily at those interested or working in the medical and cognate sciences, from biochemistry and physiology to clinical practice and applied nutrition. It is assumed that all the readers will be qualified in some relevant branch of pure or applied science but few in the specialty of a particular contributor. There are many experts working in the endocrinological field whose activities have so far been confined to studies of one hormone or group of hormones. From time to time such an expert may have to turn his attention to a different hormone, to which the specialist skills with which he is familiar may not apply, and for this he will need entirely new techniques. Our increasing knowledge of glandular interdependence means that this occurs more freguently. It is to meet such a need that the new edition is primarily designed.
Since the publication of the first edition in 1961 great progress has been made in the field of endocrinology. The majority of the second edition has been completely re-written. There are new chapters concerned with glucagon, placental lactogen, hypothalamic releasing factors, aldosterone, renin and angiotensin, parathormone and calcitonin. The section dealing with thyroid and thyroid stimulating hormone has been expanded. Five new chapters describe the basis of some of the more recent techniques that have been applied to hormonal analysis (e.g. thin-layer and gas-liquid chromatography in the steroid field and immunological methods in the determination of polypeptides and protein hormones).
As far as possible the chapters all conform to a similar pattern: chemical constitution and physical properties; tissue of origin and an outline of biosynthesis; methods for determination in blood and urine; plasma levels in normal and diseased states. There is no doubt that the editors' hope, that these volumes are an up-todate and critical account of the subject and a guide to sound practice, is fully realized. The objective and critical outlook of the individual contributors indicates clearly, even to the nonspecialist, how much may be justifiably deduced from the methods recommended. This is of immense value and these two volumes are indispensable in any laboratory seriously concerned with endocrinological investigations. This publication is a record of the meeting of the Interdisciplinary Society for Biological Psychiatry. The aim is to produce a meeting of a mixture of disciplines and to correlate neurobiology as a whole, including neurochemistry, to psychiatry and its allied behavioural sciences. It
